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for the beverage, they roast them in an earthen pan over the
fire,, and grind them with the stones which they use for
preparing bread. Finally, they put the paste into cups,
made out of the calabashes produced by a certain tree that
grows all over India; and mixing it gradually with water,
sometimes adding a little of their spice, they drink it, though
seeming more suited for pigs than for men.

Trees producing the calabashes, which generally serve tlio Indians as vaucs.
I was upwards of a year in that country without ever
being induced to taste this beverage; and when I passed
through a tribe, if an Indian wished occasionally to give me
some, he was very much surprised to see me refuse it, and
went away laughing. But subsequently, wine failing, and
unwilling to drink nothing but water, I did as others did.
The flavour is somewhat bitter, but it satisfies and refreshes
the body without intoxicating: the Indians esteem it above
everything, wherever they are accustomed to it. The habits
of these people are nearly all like those of the Mexicans;
they eat human flesh, and they wear cloaks, and waistcoats